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EXTENSION  OF  THE  DRAFT  TO  BE  DECIDED  SOON 

Major  General  Lewis  B,  Hershey,  head  of  the  Selective  Service  System,  told  a  special 
demobilization  sub-committee  of  the  Senate  Military  Affairs  Committee  that  the  Selective 
Training  and  Service  Act  should  be  extended  beyond  its  expiration  date  of  May  15  in  order 
that  the  Amy  could  carry  out  its  present  demobilization  plans,  and  suggested  that  there 
be  a  definite  period  of  service  stipulated  for  eighteen  months. 

President  Truman  in  his  message  to  Congress,  Chief  of  Staff  General  Eisenhower,  and  Sec¬ 
retary  of  War  Patterson  have  called  for  the  continuation  of  conscription  in  order  to  have 
a  minimum  arny  of  1,500,000  men  or  abandon  some  of  the  occupation  tasks,  including  the 
guarding  of  ll;  billion  dollars  vrorth  of  property  abroad.  Senators  Edvrin  C.  Johnson  of 
Colorado,  Frank  P.  Briggs  of  Missouri,  and  Chapman  Revercomb  of  'West  Virginia,  in  their 
report  on  January  23,  demanded  greater  speed  in  demobilization  of  the  Arny  and  warned  that 
"an  impressed  army  in  peacetime  is  not  sound  and  will  not  work," 

The  GI  demonstrations  around  the  world  created  a  profound  inpression  in  Washington  and  in 
Congress,  and  are  causing  a  serious  review  of  military  and  power  assumptions.  They  have 
increased  a  growing  demand  in  Congress  for  the  termination  of  the  draft  —  a  decision  which 
will  probably  be  made  in  March.  A  new  reason  has  recently  been  advanced  for  continuing  of 
the  draft  —  in  order  to  help  veterans  get  their  jobs  back,  or  Selective  Service  in  reverse. 
Have  you  registered  your  convictions  with  your  Representative  and  Senators? 

OPPOSITION  TO  PEACETIME  CONSCRIPTION  GROWING 

The  current  furore  over  demobilization  has  sidetracked  for  the  present  the  continuation  of 
the  hearings  on  universal  military  training  before  the  House  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 
On  one  of  the  many  pairs  of  baby  shoes  sent  to  the  House  Committee  was  this  tag,  "We  are 
all  worn  out  and, my  moramie  is  all  vfom  out  waiting  for  ny  daddy  to  come  home," 

Present  indications  are  that,  while  the  Committee  is  becoming  more  reluctant  to  take  up  the 
question  of  peacetime  conscription,  hearings  will  be  resumed  some  time  in  February  after 
the  current  American  Legion  drive  reaches  its  full  momentum.  Will  you  give  publicity 
locally  to  the  facts  contained  in  the  enclosed  analysis  of  the  American  Legion  plan?  WTiile 
the  War  Department  is  opposed  to  the  details  of  the  Legion  plan,  yet  it  is  not  inprobable 
that  they  hope  and  expect  that  the  Legion  drive  aimed  at  every  Congressional  district  will 
enable  the  Arny  to  secure  at  least  some  conpromise  plan  if  not  their  original  proposal. 

Congressman  Joseph  u.  Martin,  Jr,,  of  Massachusetts,  Republican  leader  of  the  House,  ex¬ 
pects  that  the  House  Committee  on  liLlitaiy  Affairs  will  hold  hearings  within  the  next 
month  on  his  resolution  calling  for  American  initiative  in  seeking  the  international 
abolition  of  conscription.  Support  for  international  abolition  and  opposition  to  peace¬ 
time  conscription  are  both  groiring  in  Congress,  but  so  50*6  the  attempts  of  proponents  to  y 
secure  universal  military  training.  Many  Congressmen  and  Senators  are  still  weighing  the 
question,  and  congressional  mail  from  individuals,  church,  labor,  farm,  and  educational 
groups  is  still  very  important.  Last  Friday  night  the  American  Legion  entertained  a  large 
number  of  Congressmen  at  the  Statler  Hotel  here  in  order  to  present  the  Legion  program  of 
peacetime  conscription.  Will  you  continue  to  marshall  opposition  in  your  community  to  all 
compulsory  military  training? 
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UNRRA  APPliOPRIATEONS 

There  remain  $600,000,000  to  be  appropriated  for  the  19U6  authorization  for  the  United 
Nations  Relief  and  Rehabilitation  Administration.  This  should  be  acted  upon  now  in  order  | 
that  supplies  may  be  set  aside,  purchased,  and  shipped  in  time. 

In  19h6,  in  addition  to  continuing  previous  operations  in  Albania,  Czechoslovakia,  Greece, 
Poland,  and  Yugoslavia,  UNRRA  is  expanding  its  program  in  China,  Ethiopia,  the  Philippines, 
Italy,  and  Austria,  is  extending  aid  to  the  Byelo-Russian  and  Ukrainian  Soviet  Republics, 
and  is  sending  limited  emergency  relief  to  northern  Finland,  to  Formosa,  and  possibly  to 
Korea. 

Director  General  Herbert  H.  Lehman  in  a  recent  press  conference  stressed  that  even  when  all 
the  contributions  from  member  governments  are  actually  in  hand,  UlIRRA  could  not  expect  to 
fill  more  than  the  minimum  basic  needs  of  the  countries  it  is  assistingj  other  resources, 
both  from  voluntary  agencies  and  from  international  trade  credits,  would  be  needed  to 
restore  the  liberated  countries  to  anything  like  their  normal  econony.  Ri^t  now  UNRRA  is 
having  difficulty  getting  enough  grain,  especially  wheat,  from  producing  areas  such  as 
Kansas,  actually  delivered  to  terminal  ports  for  shipment  abroad  because  of  shortage  of  box 
cars.  Nor  is  there  enough  world  supply  in  sight  to  meet  all* the  requirements  even  for 
wheat  before  the  next  harvest.  UNRRA  will  probably  be  able  to  meet  only  about  53^  of  the 
minimum  requirements  for  their  original  goal  of  26^0  calories  per  person  per  day  and  other 
items  for  relief. 

NOT  ENOUGH  RELIEF  YET  FOR  THE  STARVING  III  JAPAN  AND  GERMANY 

"Food  worries  of  U.  S.  civilians  in  19U6  will  be  few  and  unin^jortant,"  if  weather  in  19U6 
is  average  or  better,  declared  the  United  States  News  in  its  issue  of  December  7$  19U5* 
Coiipare  that  with  the  statement  on  January  13  of  the  Lutheran  representative.  Rev.  Lawrence 
Meyer  of  St.  Louis,  just  back  from  Germany,  regarding  iriiat  he  saw  in  Germany:  "Food  is  at  a 
premium.  Our  accepted  number  of  calories  per  person  in  the  United  States  is  3000;  the  1300 
to  1700  allotment  to  the  people  in  Germany  is  barely  able  to  keep  them  alive  if  they  stay 
in  bed  all  day.  Bishop  Dibelius  has  said,  'Starvation  will  take  a  toll  of  lives  five 
times  greater  than  Germany  lost  in  the  war. ' . . .  The  grim  battle  of  the  winter  against  hun¬ 
ger,  cold,  diptheria,  typhus,  influenza,  scarlet  fever,  dysentery,  and  last  but  not  least, 
venereal  disease  is  under  way.  " 

Fuel  is  as  important  as  food  for  saving  lives  in  parts  of  Germany  and  Japan.  In  Japan  the 
Inqjerial  Ordinance  for  requisition  of  rice  from  farmers  carries  a  fine  of  10,000  yen  or  3 
years  in  jail.  General  MacArthur's  report  in  early  January  said  that  Japan  must  inport  at 
least  3>311>000  tons  of  food  in  19U6  to  maintain  an  1800  calo/ie  daily  minimum  diet. 
Washington  countered  with  the  s+ateraent  that  Europe  was  getting  only  1550  calories  daily* 
Arny  headquarters  in  Japan  challenged  that  estimate  saying  that  special  allotments  bring  up 
the  European  average.  The  American  Amy  in  Japan  seized  220,000  tons  of  food  belonging  to 
the  Japanese  Arny  and  Navy  and  turned  them  over  to  Japanese  civilians  during  the  last  three 
months  of  19U5,  in  addition  to  considerable  stocks  of  clothing  and  blankets.  On  January  S, 
Burton  Crane  cabled  the  New  York  Times  that  the  present  Japanese  ration  is  1300  calories 
daily,  supplemented  where  possible  by  buying  from  farms.  An  acute  crisis  is  expected  in 
February.  Allocation  figures  for  proposed  19U6  U,  S.  shipments  to  various  areas  have  not 
yet  been  made  public. 

3U  SENATORS  ASK  PRESIDENT  TO  PERMIT  RELIEF  IN  GERMANY 

Thirty-four  Senators  representing  various  shades  of  political  opinion  sent  a  petition  on 
December  Ih,  19U5j  to  President  Truman( printed  in  the  Congressional  Record  for  January  13,) 
asking  for  "immediate  steps  toward  relieving  the  appalling  famine  in  Germany  and  Austria..* 
The  German  people  must  be  offered  the  opportunity  to  work  their  way  back  into  the  community 
of  nations. 
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The  Senators  appealed  to  the  President  (1)  to  give  orders  at  once  to  our  armed  forces  in 
Germany  and  Austria  to  raise  food  rations  above  the  present  starvation  level  in  the  U.  S, 
zone  of  occupation  and  restore  immediately  mail  and  postage  service^  (2)  to  negotiate 
with  Stalin  regarding  permission  to  send  American  food  supplies  into  the  Russian  zone  of 
occupation;  (3)  to  permit  private  relief  organizations  to  operate  in  Germany  and  Austria; 
(U)  to  create  an  independent  American  Relief  Mssion  to  supplement  the  work  of  UNRRA. 

Four  Senators  carried  the  matter  directly  to  the  President  on  January  8.  ViTien  they  re¬ 
ceived  little  encouragement.  Senator  Vflierry  issued  a  long  statement  saying  in  part,  “The 
American  people  should  know  once  and  for  all  that  as  a  result  of  this  Government's  official 
policy  they  are  being  made  the  unwilling  accocqjlices  in  the  crime  of  mass  starvation." 

Senators  who  signed  the  petition  were  Bridges,  Buck,  Bushfield,  Butler,  Capehart,  Capper, 
Cairville,  Downey,  Eastland,  Ellender,  Guffey,  Hawkes,  Hickenlooper,  Hoey,  Johnson, 
LaFollette,  Danger,  Moore,  iiurdock,  Murray,  O'Mahoney,  Radcliffe,  Saltonstall,  Shipstead, 
Smith,  Stanfill,  Taylor,  Tobey,  'iValsh,  Yiheeler,  Yiflierry,  Vidley>  Willis,  and  Young,  Will 
you  send  them  your  encouragement? 

U.  S.  GOVERNJffiNT  APPROVES  LIMITED  GERMAIN  RELIEF 

Lieut,  Gen.  Lucius  D,  Clay,  American  Military  Government  Commander,  announced  in  Berlin  on 
January  26  that  the  American  Council  of  Voluntary  Agencies  (which  includes  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee  and  the  Brethren  Service  Committee)  had  been  given  permission  to 
ship  into  Germany  such  items  as  medical  and  sanitary  supplies,  soap,  cod  liver  oil,  pow¬ 
dered  milk,  infants'  food,  and  clothing  for  aged,  young  children,  pregnant  and  nursing 
mothers,  and  the  sick.  The  Military  Government  reserves  the  right  to  supervise  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  relief,^  which  is  to  be  made  through  existing  German  welfare  agencies.  James 
M.  Read,  wiio  begins  work  with  the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  on  March  l,and 
Gilbert  White  are  the  two  representatives  of  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee  on  the 
eight-man  delegation  now  in  Germany  for  the  American  Council  of  Voluntary  Agencies. 

LOAN  TO  GREAT  BRITAIN 

Congress  will  be  asked  soon  to  authorize  the  proposed  British  Loan  of  $3 >750, 000, 000,  This 
can  be  drawn  upon  during  the  next  five  years  and  is  to  be  repaid  in  $0  annual  installments 
beginning  December  31>  1951  with  annual  interest  at  2  pei  cent.  The  agreement  provides 
for  a  waiver  of  interest  if  the  financial  situation  in  Great  Britain  makes  balance  of  pay¬ 
ments  impossible.  The  agreement  also  clears  the  air  of  lend-lease  obligations  by  which 
Britain  provides  for  the  payment  of  650  million  for  goods  left  over  when  the  war  stopped 
on  the  same  terras  eUid  over  the  same  period  as  the  proposed  loan. 

Economic  prosperity  in  the  United  States  is  not  possible  in  a  world  which  has  lost  a  large 
part  of  its  productivity  because  of  the  war  and  which  is  characterized  by  low  standards  of 
living  and  declining  national  incomes.  This  loan  will  add  approximately  \%  to  the  public 
debt  but  will  help  materially  in  restoring  the  econony  of  our  best  customer.  It  is  for 
productive  purchases,  Drtiile  the  World  War  I  debts  were  for  war  materials  already  shot  up 
when  the  funding  agreements  were  made.  The  loan  enables  Britain  to  participate  in  the 
Bretton  Woods  Monetary  Organization;  she  agrees  to  work  with  us  in  freeing  the  barriers  to 
world  trade  through  the  International  Trade  Organization;  the  loan  will  help  in  removing 
currency  restrictions. 

Naturally  such  an  arrangement  leaves  some  problems  for  both  sides.  Some  people  in  Britain 
are  asking  whether  it  ties  their  econony  so  closely  with  ours  that  they  are  willy-nilly 
plunged  into  a  major  post  war  depression  if  the  United  States  should  be.  Repayment  to  us 
depends  on  the  United  States  buying  enough  goods  and  services  from  the  rest  of  the  world  to 
make  it  possible  for  other  nations  to  buy  from  us,  Mary  in  the.  United  States  do  not  want 
to  seem  to  underwrite  British  inperialism.  One  of  the  big  tasks  In  the  next  few  years  is 
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to  shift  from  a  full  en^loyment  war  economor  to  a  full  employment  peace  econony.  With  the 
proceeds  of  the  loan,  Britain  will  buy  such  things  as  wheat,  meat,  cotton,  petroleum, 
steel,  and  machine  tools.  The  world  can  afford  neither  a  war  nor  another  major  depression. 
For  detailed  information  on  the  loan  to  Britain,  write  to  Division  of  Public  Liaison, 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C,  Ask  also  for  their  Publication  No,  2Ull,  "Proposals 
for  Expansion  of  World  Trade  and  Enployment,"  which  gives  the  plans  for  a  broad  program  of 
economic  recovery  and  stability. 

SENATOR  TYDINGS  CALLS  FOR  WORID  DISARJ-lAIffiNT 

Senator  Millard  E.  Tydings  of  Maryland  on  January  28  introduced  Senate  Resolution  219 
authorising  the  President  to  call  a  conference  of  the  nations  for  the  "single  duty  of  en¬ 
tering  into  an  understanding  and  agreement  to  achieve  world  disarmament  on  land,  on  sea, 
and  in  the  air  by  January  1,  1950,”  except  for  police  purposes  of  the  UNO  or  individual 
nations.  The  Senator  prefaced  his  long  address  by  saying  that  the  subject  matter  was  in 
his  opinion  "the  most  important  that  has  ever  come  before  this  or  any  other  government," 

"In* the  present  world  situation  all  nations  continue  to  straddle.  They  rely  half  on  the 
UNO  to  settle  international  disputes,  and  half  on  their  own  mighty  armaments  to  settle 
these  disputes,  just  in  case.  If  the  world  continues  to  straddle,  all  is  lost.  ...  Can  the 
UNO  enforce  its  decision  on  the  United  States  so  long  as  we  keep  the  most  powerful  Navy 
and  Air  Force,  supplemented  by  a  large  and  efficient  Army  and  supported  by  universal 
military  training?"  Write  to  the  Senator  for  a  copy  of  his  address,  and  commend  him  for 
raising  this  profoundly  inportant  issue  now, 

STUDENT  EXCHAI.^GE 

Senator  J.  V/illiara  Fulbright  is  hoping  to  get  early  consideration  by  ihe  Senate  Military 
Affairs  Committee  on  his  bill  S.  iJtliO  to  provide  for  exchange  of  students  and  others 
through  credits  established  by  the  sale  of  surplus  war  property  abroad,  (See  page  U,  News¬ 
letter  No,  23  for-October,  19U5)*  Will  you  write  Senator  Fulbright  your  encouragement, 
and  also  Senator  Joseph  C,  O'Mahoney,  who  is  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Military  Affairs  Sub¬ 
committee,  which  vrill  probably  conduct  hearings  on  this  bill  in  February, 

AT^UESTY  FOR  C.  0.  'S 

The  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  is  cooperating  ?riLth  other  groups  in  seeking 
amnesty  for  men  inprisoncd  for  conscience  sake  in  violation  of  the  Selective  Training  and 
Service  Act,  Letters  should  be  addressed  not  only  to  members  of  Congress  but  especially 
to  President  Harry  S.  Truman  and  Attorney  General  Tom  C.  Clark,  asking  for  such  amnesty. 


Amnesty  has  recently  been  granted  to  political  prisoners  in  Greece,  Spain,  Brazil, 
Yugoslavia,  Bulgaria,  and  India,  General  MacArthur  has  ordered  the  release  of  political 
prisoners  of  the  last  15  years  in  Japan.  On  Christmas  Eve  President  Truman  gave  amnesty 
to  men  with  criminal  records  who  entered  the  armed  forces  after  July  29,  19Ul,  and  who  had 
meritorius  records  of  military  service.  He  did  not  include  conscientious  objectors,  al¬ 
though  pleas  had  been  made  by  the  Congregational  Christian  Committee  for  Conscientious  Ob¬ 
jectors,  the  Commission  on  World  Peace  of  the  Methodist  Church,  the  Veterans  League  of 
America,  the  Socialist  Pary  of  New  Jersey,  and  Walter  W.  Van  Kirk,  Secretary  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  International  Justice  and  Goodwill  of  the  Federal .Coimcil  of  Churches, 
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A  special  supplement  is  being  planned  for  the'  March  Newsletter  summarizing  the  developments 
in  world  organization  to  this  time. 

Correction  -  On  page  2  of  the  January  Newsletter  (No,  26),  the  estimated  cost  for  the  Navy 
training  under  peacetime  conscription  should  have  been  258  million  instead  of  billion. 
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E.  Raymond  Wilson 
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By  CHAPLAIN  LAWHENCE  L.  LACDUR 

Member  of  lowa-Des  Moines  "Conference 

SINCE  a  large  percentage  of  the  When  liberty  parties  went  ashore 
Navy  are  reserves,  many  of  them  men  gathered  the  impression  that  the 
under  twenty,  and  since  we  chaplains  medical  department  had  eliminated  all 

are  entrusted  with  the  moral  and  spir-  immediate  danger.  Military  police 

itual  welfare  of  these  men,  we  believe  and  naval  corpsmen  informed  the  men 

the  American  public  should  be  in-  in  the  lines  in  front  of  the  houses  that 

formed  when  conditions  and  policies  everything  was  medically  inspected.  As 
exist  that  jeopardize  the  morality  and  a  result  many  enlisted  men  and  officers 
faith  of  our  servicemen.  had  sexual  contact  without  using  any 

As  a  policy  of  venereal  disease  con-  prophylaxis, 
trol,  the  Navy  is  permitting  unre-  Prior  to  sending  men  ashore  some 
stricted  access,  by  all  men  on  liberty  ships  ran  training  films  on  venereal 
in  the  Yokusuka  area,  to  houses  of  disease,  and  announced  that  a  high 
prostitution  where  the  venereal  inci-  percentage  of  venereal  disease  could 
dence  among  the  prostitutes  is  con-  he  expected  in  Japan.  On  other  ships, 
sidered  100  per  cent.  The  control  is  the  commands  refused  to  discourage 
the  prophylaxis  administered  by  naval  promiscuity,  and  gave  no  warning 
corpsmen  on  duty  in  the  house.  about  expected  venereal  incidence. 

Since  September  11,  liberty  parties  On  September  14  it  was  disclosed 
have  been  permitted  ashore  in  this  that  out  of  a  typical  group  of  prosti- 
area.  Our  ship  was  the  first  to  be  tutes  fifty-one  out  of  sixty  had  syphilis, 
granted  liberty,  and,  as  we  are  tied  up  were  not  being  treated,  that  there 
in  the  navy  yard,  I  have  been  able  to  would  be  no  further  examinations, 
observe  the  situation  from  the  begin-  and  that  no  policy  of  treatment  or 
ning.  On  September  2,  the  medical  segregation  would  be  followed, 
officer  in  charge  of  venereal  control  Coincidental  with  Archbishop  Spell- 
told  me  that  it  would  be  his  policy  to  man’s  visit  here,  by  September  16  all 
supervise  the  places  of  prostitution  by  “red  light”  districts  were  declared  “out 
examining  the  prostitutes,  by  segre-  of  bounds.”  A  group  of  us  chaplains 
gating  those  infected,  by  insisting  on  inspected  the  restricted  area  after  a 
cleanliness  within  the  houses,  and  by  week  of  suppression.  We  found  that 
establishing  adequate  numbers  of  although  the  method  was  not  totally 
prophylactic  stations  throughout  town,  effective,  the  number  of  offenders  that 
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Anti-Conscription  Committee 

1013  18th  Street.  N.  W. 
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Room  635 

410  S.  Michigan  Ave. 
Chicago  5,  Illinois 


Harold  If.  liUntMrt 


For  many  Navy  men,  this  year's  Thanksgiving  will  mean  lurpvy  family  reunions;  for  others 


5 


SORDID  READING 

¥N  this  issue  of  The  Christian  Advocate  there  appears 
the  saddest  and  most  sordid  bit  of  reading  we  have  pre¬ 
sented  to  our  readers  in  recent  years  ("Navy  Sex  Laxity  in 
Japan,”  by  Lawrence  L.  Lacour).  This  article  was  published 
in  the  Des  Moines  (Iowa)  Register  a  few  days  ago,  and  the 
author  is  known  to  us  as  a  highly  reputable  and  altogether 
trusted  member  of  the  lowa-Des  Moines  Annual  Conference  , 
of  The  Methodist  Church.  Our  only  justification  for  reprint¬ 
ing  it  is  our  responsibility  to  the  Christian  homes  of  Meth¬ 
odism  which  have  furnished  hundreds  of  thousands  of  splen¬ 
did  sons  for  the  Navy  in  the  hour  of  the  nation’s  need.  In 
our  opinion,  the  facts  presented  by  Chaplain  Lacour,  added 
to  the  record  of  the  Army  in  the  South  Pacific  (abundance 
of  beer  and  scarcity  of  soft  drink  and  drinking  water)  con¬ 
stitute  important  evidence  which  should  be  considered  in 
connection  with  the  proposed  peacetime  compulsory  military 
training  plan.  A  Navy  which  permits  conditions  such  as 
those  described  in  Tokyo,  or  an  Army  that  supplies  beer  and 
does  not  supply  drinking  water,  is  hardly  to  be  trusted  with 
the  nation’s  eighteen-year-olds. 


got  into  the  restricted  area  was  small. 

It  was  not  so  easy  to  suppre^  the 
free-lance  prostitutes  and  the  smaller 
houses  in  the  unrestricted  area,  but 
there  was  little  open  violation.  A  man 
intent  on  sexual  contact  could  find  it, 
but  he  had  to  exert  .considerable  effort 
and  run  the  risk  of  arrest.  Men  were 
treated  as  usual  at  prophylactic  stations. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  fleet  medical 
officers,  on  September  26,  it  was  pro¬ 
posed  that  one  large  “house”  be 
opened,  that  it  be  operated  with  the 
understanding  that  all  the  women  were 
diseased,  and  that  a  voluntary  system 
of  prophylaxis  be  available  by  placing 
a  Navy  operated  treatment  station 
within  the  house.  Although  some  med¬ 
ical  officers  and  two  chaplains  in  at¬ 
tendance  protested, it  was  stated  by  the 
senior  medical  officer  that  this  was  to 
be  the  policy. 

Subsequently,  the  chaplains  of  the 
fleet  met,  and  submitted  to  the  Flag 
a  memorandum  that  represented  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  group.  The 
action  of  the  chaplains  was  ignored, 
and  Sunday,  October  7,  the  Yosuura 
house  was  opened  to  enlisted  men, 
with  “geisha  houses”  permitted  to  ac¬ 
cept  th*^  patronage  of  chiefs  and  of¬ 
ficers. 

Although  the  number  of  men  on 
liberty  next  day  was  considerably 
under  normal  because  of  rain,  I  ob¬ 
served,  in  company  with  four  chap¬ 
lains  and  the  officer  of  the  day  of 
the  military  police,  a  line  of  enlisted 
men  four  abreast  almost  a  block  long, 
waiting  their  turn  at  the  Yosuura 
house.  MPs  kept  the  lines  orderly, 
and  permitted  only  as  many  as  could 
be  served  to  enter  at  a  time.  As  men 
.were  admitted  into  the  lobby,  they 
would  select  a  prostitute  (113  on  duty 
that  day,  according  to  one  of  the 
Japanese  attendants),  pay  the  ten  yen 
to  the  Japanese  operator,  and  then  go 
with  the  girl  to  her  room.  We  in¬ 
spected  several  of  these  rooms  and 
found  them  reasonably  clean. 

When  the  men  returned  they  were 
registered  and  administered  prophy¬ 
laxis  by  Navy  corpsmen.  Although 
approximately  twenty  men  could  be 
treated  at  a  time,  there  was  a  line 
waiting.  True,  many  of  the  men  were 
the  type  one  might  expect  to  patronize 
such  a  place,  but  the  bulk  of  the  cus¬ 
tomers  were  younger  men.  The  open 
accessibility  of  prostitutes  in  this  place 
has  been  a  factor  contributing  to  the 
first  sex  experience  of  some  of  my  men. 

The  prostitutes  were  dirty,  highly 
painted,  clothed  in  gawdy  rayon  pa¬ 


jamas,  some  of  them  with  open  sores 
on  their  faces  and  feet.  Few  of  them 
looked  intelligent,  and  their  appeal 
could  not  compare  with  the  lowest 
street  walker  in  the  States. 

When  one  considers  the  rate  qf  dis¬ 
ease,  that  there  are  some  forms  of^ 
venereal  disease  in  the  Orient  that  do 
not  respond  to  treatment,  that  some 
of  the  prostitutes  have  been  exposed 
to  leprosy,  that  in  the  evenings  these 
same  girls  are  patronized  by  Japanese 
men,  it  is  hard  to  see  any  intelligence 
behind  the  Navy’s  policy.  Present  plans 
call  for  the  opening  of  other  houses 
similar  to  the  one  just  described. 

•  On  the  basis  of  these  facts,  it  is 
contended  that:  > 

1.  The  Navy’s  policy  of  unrestricted 
sexual  opportunities  with  diseased 
women  is  no  solution  for  the  problem 
of  venereal  control.  • 

2.  American  people  should  insist 
that  the  Navy  immediately  adopt  a 
policy  of  rigid  suppression  in  regard 
to  prostitution.  (In  the  light  of  Jap¬ 
anese  culture,  an  order  to  Japanese 
civilian  police  making  it  illegal  for 
Japanese  women  to  cohabit  with  any 
American  personnel  would  greatly  in¬ 


crease  the  effectiveness  of  such  a 
measure  here). 

3.  The  Navy,  which  completely 
ignored  moral  implications  in  the  pres¬ 
ent  situation,  be  charged  to  consider 
the  moral  aspects  of  policies  governing 
personnel. 

4.  The  people  who  loan  their  sons 
to  the  Government  demand  moral  pro¬ 
tection  or  refuse  to  supply  the  per¬ 
sonnel  for  our  armed  forces. 

5.  Although  many  naval  officers  are 
gentlemen,  others  by  example  and  ad¬ 
vice  have  encouraged  immorality 
among  our  men. 

6.  The  Navy’s  unlimited  sale  of 
beer,  which  has  contributed  to  moral 
delinquency  and  numerous  street  in¬ 
cidents,  be  discontinued.  And  that 
throughout  the  Navy,  soft  drinks  be 
made  just  as  available  as  beer  whenever 
beverages  are  provided  by  the  Navy. 

7.  An  organization  that  has  demon¬ 
strated  such  brilliant  strategy  in  defeat¬ 
ing  the  Japanese  military,  not  permit 
our  men  to  become  the  victims  of  Jap¬ 
anese  prostitutes  in  the  final  round. 

• 

(Reprinted  from  the  J'Des  Moines  Re^ster" 
bv  The  Chbistian  AnvonA-nt) 
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